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Dear Hollywood School Families, 

 

Whether you are new or returning to Hollywood School, it is with great excitement that I 

welcome you all back for the start of a great 2009-10 school year!  It seems hard to believe 

that the first full month of  school has already passed by so quickly, but weôre off to a great 

start and we anticipate a wonderful year ahead. 

 

I would like to highlight Hollywood Schoolôs main goals for the 2009-10 school year.  We 

continue our district-wide emphasis on academic excellence in all areas.  This year, we are 

very excited to continue to learn about and implement a new writing program by Regie 

Routman, called Writing for Audience and Purpose. 

 

We are also thrilled to be implementing the one-to-one laptop initiative in 5th grade.  This 

initiative is off to a wonderful start as our 5th graders have be seen creating keynote pres-

entations, doing research online, creating informational brochures, collaborating on their 

Wiki, and much more!  They are also learning about how to utilize the internet safely.  The 

laptops have provided students with a fantastic educational tool that allows for many great 

curricular connections. 

Hollywood Elementary School 

3423 Hollywood Avenue  Brookfield IL 60513  

Tel: 708-485-7630 * Web: district96.org  

We look forward to continuing to implement parent/student/teacher conferences in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade classrooms.  This 

conference format is very beneficial as students take ownership in their own learning process.  Please mark November 23rd 

on your calendars for these conferences.  The October 9th conference date is by invitation only, and students do not need to 

attend. 

 

We are also excited about continuing our district-wide effort to ñgo green.ò  In an effort to conserve resources as well as in-

structional time, most building and district-wide communications are now being posted electronically on the ñE-Backpackò 

section of the district website. To access these flyers, please visit www.District96.org, click on the "Resources" tab, and then 

click on "E-Backpack."  From this page, you will be able to view all district-wide flyers.  Also from that page, you will be 

able to click on "Hollywood School" to view school-wide flyers.  This e-backpack will be updated every Wednesday.  In the 

event that any paper flyers need to be sent home, these will also be sent on Wednesdays. 

 

In addition to these district goals, we have also enjoyed implementing our school-wide theme this year, which is ñHollywood 

Stars.ò  In an effort to promote positive student behavior, we have begun a program  called the ñHollywood Super-Star of the 

Day.ò  Any staff member in the building can nominate a student who is caught demonstrating exceptional behaviors.  One of 

these nominations is then randomly pulled from a box each day and recognized on morning announcements. Students then 

receive a special award and a ñStar Studentò sticker for their great behavior.  Be sure to look for one of these awards to be   

coming home soon! 

 

As always, we strive daily to provide each student a challenging education which promotes academic excellence, encourages 

creativity, develops critical thinking, and fosters respect for self, community, and the environment.  I feel so fortunate to be a 

part of this outstanding school community that shares in our common mission.  On behalf of the entire Hollywood School 
staff, we look forward to a wonderful year together! 

Miss Mindy Keller  

Principal  
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On behalf of the PTA, welcome to the 2009-2010 school year! Weôre excited to get back into the routine of school and 

hope you are too. Weôre looking forward to a great partnership with you and the faculty and staff at Hollywood ï itôs a 

great place to be! 

 

Weôd like to introduce the PTA board for this year and are happy to welcome some new faces. Weôre here if you have 

any questions and are happy to help. 

 

Kierith Kurth and Denise Notz ï Co-Presidents 

Maureen Rurka ï 1st Vice President 

Joyce Clarkson ï 2nd Vice President 

Amy Lodolce ï Corresponding Secretary 

Sue Gersch ï Recording Secretary 

Linda Maher-Osowski ï Treasurer 

 

Our first day of school started with the Parent Tea where we caught up with old friends and met new ones as well. If 

you didnôt get a chance to join the PTA then, or didnôt get your district calendar, please contact Maureen Rurka or any 

Board member for assistance. Membership is $15 per family ï you will receive the District 96 calendar, Hollywood 

email reminders, voting rights at PTA meetings, and access to information at www.pta.org and our local Illinois unitôs 

site, www. illinoispta.org. Join the Hollywood PTA and be part of a great group of fellow parents, working with faculty 

to make Hollywood a great place for families! 

 

Our PTA is unique and wonderful group, thanks to the dedication of many parent volunteers. We provide many activi-

ties and field trips for the kids that most PTAs either donôt provide, or require payment from parents. This year we have 

many exciting events planned, including: 

 

- Spirit days     - Family Science Day 

- Fun lunches    - 5th Grade Games Nights 

- Field trips     - Sock Hop 

- Holiday Gift Shoppe   - Field Day 

      - AND MORE! 

 

Remember to check the D96 calendar regularly for upcoming events. 

 

Also, please plan to attend upcoming PTA meetings ï the next is Thursday, November 11, at 7pm. Other meeting dates 

are in the calendar. Babysitting is provided at all meetings. This year, the PTA has planned five evening and three 

morning meetings to try to accommodate various schedules. We try to provide a lot of useful information from the 

school and district at our meetings; theyôre also a great way to meet other parents and learn about school activities you 

might want to get involved in. And check out www.hollywoodpta.org for great info at your fingertips. 

 

Please donôt hesitate to contact us if you need anything. Looking forward to working with you to help make it a great 

year for all our students! 

 

 Keirith Kurth  

 Denise Notz 
 Co-PTA Presidents    
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 SUPERVISION 

Supervision is provided by  patrol 

(under the supervision of Mr. Trimmer)  

prior to the opening of school.   

No students should be on school grounds 

before 8:00 am or after 3:15 pm.  Please 

help your child plan his/her arrival time so 

that they arrive just a few minutes before 

the 8:10am bell. 

All students must immediately leave school 

grounds at dismissal. 

STUDENTS CANNOT USE PLAY-

GROUND EQUIPMENT AFTER 

SCHOOL WITHOUT ADULT              

SUPERVISION. 

News From the  

Hollywood School Office 

Office Hours: 8:00am to 4:00pm 
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Health Information:  

 

As the cold and flu season is approaching, please take a 

moment to look at the Swine Flu Information posted on 

the homepage of the district website.  This provides a lot 

of helpful information about the the symptoms and pre-

vention of the seasonal flu and the H1N1 flu. For addi-

tional information, short podcasts can be viewed at 

www.cdc.gov. 

Important Transportation  

Reimbursement Information  

 

All Illinois public schools have recently  received 

a correspondence from the Illinois State Board of 

Education regarding the  Parent Guardian Trans-

portation Reimbursement Program. Due to lack of 

funding, the State Board will be unable to pay for 

claims filed for the 08-09 school year. This ef-

fects a handful of Hollywood families. If you ap-

plied last year and have questions, please call the 

Division of Disbursement Services at 217-782-

5256. 

Cnmƍs Enqfds --- 

 

 D@QKX CHRLHRR@K ? 0092/`l ƕƕ 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
th
 

 

 

MN BK@RRDRƕƕƕƕ- 

  

 COLUMBUS DAY 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
th
 

 

  INSTITUTE DAY 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
th

 

  

SEE YOU BACK  

AT SCHOOL ON  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14th 

http://www.cdc.gov
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News From the Hollywood School Officeñ Continued 

Lunch 

Children are welcome to stay for lunch and eat 

with their grade level peers.  It is an expectation 

that all lunchroom and recess rules will be fol-

lowed.  Lunch is a very important 

time for students to socialize with 

one another, and we encourage 

them to do so.  However, any re-

fusal to comply with these rules or 

repeated infractions can result in the loss of school 

lunch privileges.  

If you wish for your child to eat lunch at home, 

please encourage him/her to leave school promptly 

at 11:30 (11:35 on Wednesdayôs) and return no 

sooner than 12:20 p.m. (12:25pm on 

Wednesdays)  The tardy bell will ring at 12:30 

p.m 

LUNCH RECESS POLICY:    

Unless it is raining, snowing, or below 10 degrees 

(wind chill), students will go outside for lunch re-

cess.  Exceptions will be allowed only with a writ-

ten, signed doctorôs note.  Please make sure your 

child is dressed appropriately. 
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OOPS!!!  

Need to drop something off 
for your child??  

 

On the rare occasions when lunch, homework, etc. 

needs to be dropped off for students.  

Please drop off ALL items on the school office 

counter. Do not take the items into the class-

room or lockers. For security and instructional 
coherence, we ask that you not  take the item(s) to 

the childõs class.   

 

Make sure they are marked with your 
childõs full name and grade.   

 
The item(s) must have the students name and 

grade written on the item or on a piece of paper 

attached to it.  

DISMISSAL REMINDER  

 

 Dismissal is a hectic time at Hollywood.  

Nevertheless, we make every effort to make 

sure each child is safely on their way home at 

the end of the day.   Please make transporta-

tion and/or play date arrangements before  

the school day.  If these plans include your 

child going home with a different individual, 

please send a note to school with your child 

so the teacher knows of this plan.  Unless a 

child has such a note, they will be sent home 

in the usual manner.  Phone calls at the end 

of the day for parental permission will not be 

allowed. On behalf of the staff, thank you in 

advance for your cooperation.  

NEED TO PICK UP A STUDENT  

DURING THE SCHOOL DAYé..? 
 

In the event that a student needs to be picked up 

from school before the regularly scheduled dis-

missal time of 3:00pm, Hollywood School requests 

that the following procedure be     followed.  

A note should be sent to the teacher indicating 

the pick -up time.  

If the student has an appointment, please   

indicate if the student will be returning after 

their appointment.  

The student will be sent to the office at the 

designated pick -up time . For the sake of  

instructional coherence, we ask that you 
adhere to the designated pick -up time as 

much as possible.  

Parent(s)/guardian(s) should come to the 

school office to sign out  and pick -up their 

child(ren).  

In the event that a last -minute appointment is 

made, please call the office as soon as possible 
with the pick -up time. The office will notify the 

classroom teacher during a break in classroom 

activities.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  



PERSCRIPTION MEDICATION  

If it is necessary that your child take prescription 

medication at school, the following guidelines 

apply: 

A written statement from the studentôs physi-

cian or licensed prescriber stating the necessity of the medica-

tion, the dosage, route, and time of administration. 

A written request and permission from the parent/guardian 

to administer the medication as prescribed is also required. 

Medications may be self-administered by a child with a 

physicianôs prescription, written parental authorization, and 

school nurseôs approval.  Forms are available from the school 

nurse. 

Medication MUST be brought to school in the original 

prescription bottle. 

NON-PERSCRIPTION 

Children may NOT bring aspirin, cough medicine, or 

any other over-the-counter drug to school without prior 
approval.  These drugs may be dispensed by the nurse if a 

written request and permission from the parent/ guardian to 

administer the medication has been supplied. 

   As with prescription drugs, all medications must be 

brought to school in the original container with the childôs 

name on it. 

News From the Hollywood School Officeñ Continued 

     SCHOOL PARTIES/ 

              TREATS 

It is customary in District 96 Schools to limit parties during 

the school year to those which will not interfere with the edu-

cational program.  Refreshments may be served. 

 Parents are asked not to send cake, cookies, toys or any type 

of treat on a childôs birthday or on holidays throughout the 

school year.  Although the desire to supply these treats may 

be motivated my a very commendable attitude on the part of 

the parents, they lead to many obvious difficulties should the 

practice become general and be repeated many times during 

the year. 

 Invitations to parties held outside of school may be distrib-

uted at school only if each child in the group has been in-

vited. 

Project Wisdom 

This year, the Hollywood School community will con-

tinue our journey through Project Wisdom.  Project 

Wisdom is a successful, nationwide pro-

gram (licensed in more than 7,000 

schools) in which thought provoking 

messages are broadcast over our PA sys-

tem to our students and staff on a daily 

basis.  Our hope is to reach every stu-

dent, every day, with words that stimu-

late and motivate, with thoughts that clarify and illu-

minate, and with ideas that encourage and uplift. 

What are Project Wisdom messages?  Theyôre obser-

vations on everything from social values to civic re-

sponsibility to the role of personal choice.  They touch 

on history and biography, and often cover topics re-

lated to philosophy and science.   

Each morning, our students hear a message like thisé 

 ñGood morning, Hollywood.  This is Miss Keller 

with a few words of wisdom. 

 The word courteous means polite and respectful.  

When we are courteous, we behave in a way that 

shows good manners and respect.  We try not to be 

harmful to others.  Thereôs an old saying: 

 óThe greater the person, the greater the cour-

tesy.ô 

 So, what does being courteous have to do with 

being a great human being?  Great people under-

stand that when you hurt others, you hurt yourself.  

They know that when you are respectful to others, 

they are more likely to be respectful to you, and 

thatôs a great thing..ò 
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August  

26 - Jake Stolfa 

September 

2 - Cassandra Hines (2) 

5 - Grace Galbraith (K) 

7 - Cassidy Krupske (1) 

12 - Samantha Bitzer (3) 

13 - Jane McLaren (3) 

14 - Mckenzie Galbraith (2) 

16 - Robert Greenlees (K) 

16 - Abigail Higgins (1)  

24 - Madeleine Meehan (3) 

24 ð Olga Orszulak (5) 

25 - Eve Adami (5) 

25 - Gianna Porro (5) 

25 - Catlyn Sinn (5) 

26 - Joseph Quarino (4) 

October 

6 - Nicolette OõKeefe (3) 

7 - John Lanigan (1) 

7 - Martin Lanigan (1)  

9 - Monica Schmidt (5) 

12 - Will Tracy (5)  

17 - Jacob Buczkowski (1) 

19 - Ben Davis (5) 

Notable Days @ Hollywood  

 

Oct 9 - AM Kinder Only  

Oct 9 - 11:30A Early Release  

Oct 9 - Parent/Teacher Conference  

Oct 12 - No School /Columbus Day  

Oct 13 - No School /Teacher Inst. Day  

Oct 16 - Fall Picture Retake Day/AM  

Oct 19 - 23 - CogAT Testing Week  

Oct 20 - Board of Ed @ Hlwd 7:30p  

Oct 30 - Halloween Program 1 -3p  

Nov 11 - Veteranõs Day Program 9am 

Nov 17 - Building Comm Mtg 6pm  

Nov 17 - Board of Ed @ Blythe 7:30p  

Nov 20 - 11:30A Early Release  

News From the Hollywood School Officeñ Continued 
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 Hollywood Staff Birthdays  

August  

29 - Ms. Levin/Social Worker  

31 - Mr Ken/AM Custodian  

September 

 9 ð Judy Johnson/Resource  

October 

6 - Ms. Becker/Kinder. Teacher  

11 - Ms. Mathis/Art Teacher  

18 - Mr. Ricky/PM Custodian  

20 - Ms. Kustok/Quest Teacher  
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Hollywood Classroom Highlights 

We are off to a stellar start in first grade!   The children have been busy practicing the new routines and pro-

cedures of first grade. We have been working on building our classroom community by greeting one another 
in the morning and making the rules for our classroom.  

The children have been thinking about the question, "What makes a classroom a great place to work and 

learn?"    As I introduced each new part of our day,   I asked students to reflect on that question.   Our rules 

are developing from their answers.   We have such thoughtful first graders!  

We have begun our academic subjects and students have begun our first social studies unit, All About 

School.   We are working on a keynote presentation that could help a new student to our school learn about 

all the different places at Hollywood School.  

 

We are reaching for the stars in first grade.  

MRS. BARHORSTõS FIRST GRADE 

Hollywood      Highlights  

MISS BECKERõS KINDERGARTEN 

Hi! For those of you who do not know me yet, my name is 

Ms. Becker and I am the new Kindergarten teacher at 

Hollywood. I am extremely excited to be working at such 
a fantastic school with such talented students. I thought 

I would take a minute to let you know a little about my-

self. I previously attended The University of Illinois (go 

Illini!), where I received my Bachelors Degree in Human 

Development and Family Studies. Most recently, I re-

ceived my Masters in Education from National -Louis Uni-

versity and taught last year in Glencoe. I love to be out-

side, travel and be with my friends and family. I would 

love to meet everyone at Hollywood, so please feel free to 

stop by our wonderful classroom!  

 

The Kindergarten Buzz!  

 

Kindergarten has been off to a FABULOUS start! We have 
been working hard on mastering our morning routines, 

answering daily questions and reading new books from 

our Open Court Reading Series.  
In Math, we have worked hard on graphing, exploring 

pattern blocks and learning about an AB pattern. The 

students have done a great job working with one an-

other and are continue to impress me daily!  

 

In Social Studies, we spent the first few weeks learn-

ing about the different students in our classroom and 

what makes each of us unique. Each week a new child 

will our Star of the Week  and that will allow all of us to 

learn even more about the students in our class. We 
sure have an exceptional group of children in Kinder-

garten this year!  

 

Our classroom Word Wall continues to grow each 

week, as we have added our names and different col-

ors to the board. I am sure that by next month, the 

board will be filled even more!  

 

Feel free to pop into the wonderful world of Kindergar-

ten and take a look around at all of our hard work 

that is displayed J I am looking forward to a fantastic 

year with the students in Kindergarten and all of the 

Stars at Hollywood!  
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MRS. JOHNSONõS SECOND GRADE 

"I'm glad to be back at school because.........."  

school is really fun. - Ewan  

it was a long summer. - Sophie  

I like to see my friends and play with them during 

recess. - Cassandra  

I get to see all my friends and learn new things that 

Mrs. Johnson plans out. - Marty  

I can see all my friends. - Jake  

so I get to see my friend Brandon again. - Jack  

I am in a new grade. Grace  

I get to see all my friends. - Lynna  

I get to see my friends. Taylor  

I'm taller and older this year. - Aidan  

to see all my friends. - Olivia  

Iõm going to learn a lot this year. Dylan  

I get to see all my friends. -Sophia  

I like to learn. -McKenzie  

I get to learn. - Greg  

I like to be at school. - Danielle  

you get to learn more. - Megan  

I can learn math. - Gracie  

I can be with my friends. - Jackson  

I like to learn new things. - Brandon  

I have 20 good reasons to be back and their names 
are listed above. Welcome Back! - Mrs . Johnson  

MISS MRAZEKõS THIRD GRADE 

Dear Hollywood Parents,  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to express how 

honored and truly excited I am to be a part of the 

Hollywood Elementary faculty and to tell you a little 

bit about myself.   

 
I received my Bachelors of Science in Elementary 

Education from the University of Illinois, where I 

graduated with high honors in May 2007.  This past 

school year I was a full -time 3 rd  grade teacher in the 

Naperville School District 203.  The year prior, I filled 

in for a maternity leave in 3 rd  grade and there after 
became the permanent building substitute.  Although 

this is my first year here at Hollywood, this will be the 

third year that I will be teaching at the 3 rd  grade level.   

 

Words cannot express what a joyous feeling it is to be 
working in such a great school and prestigious school 

district.  I look forward to sharing my enthusiasm 

with the students as we head into a great year!  

 

**********  
Things are really hopping in third grade this year! 

òREADING IS THINKINGó is our motto in reading this 
year. We have been practicing what good readers are 

doing while they are reading (i.e. questioning, predict-

ing, commenting and connecting). During their 100 

minutes of reading each week, ask them what 

thoughts they are having as they read.  
In writing we are discussing what makes us individu-

als and writing about it. The students have been 

working very hard on acrostics, which spell out 
their first names.  Additionally, third graders are 

working on a writing piece about someone who is a 

òstaró in their eyes. You saw both of their writing 

pieces on display at Parent Night.  

 
Why do people move from place to place? Do they 

bring along their customs to their new place? Where 

do people move from? These are the questions being 

pondered in the third grade.  Within our social 

studies communities unit, we are busy learning 

about people moving from place to place. The stu-
dents will have the opportunity to learn about their 

own family history and present information about 

their ancestors to the rest of the class.  

 

At home, third graders should be reviewing many 
different key math concepts by completing the Eve-

ryday Math òHome Links.ó Within Unit 1 there are 

many different concepts touched upon. These con-

cepts include: numbers and number sequences, 

number grids, analyzing and displaying data, find-

ing differences, and working with money. Also, we 
have been mastering our place value skills in class.  

Be sure to ask your child about the place value 

chant!   

 

I was so pleased to meet parents/guardians at Par-

ent Night and an looking to working with you to 
make third grade a successful year!  
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MR. TRIMMERõS FIFTH GRADE 

dents, and Iõm happy to say that 

our class has really taken that 
idea to heart!  

 

This will be a busy time for us.  

We will be jumping in to our 

math, science, spelling, and social 
studies curricula.  We also have 

numerous opportunities to inte-

grate the laptops with all of our 

subject areas.  The students will 

be getting lots of writing time, as 

well.  We will further our letter 
writing skills, and will be using 

the laptops to research and bring 

new information into our class.  

 

The fifth grade really hit the 

ground running!  I am so pleased 
with the great start we have had 

to our year!  Iõm proud of all that 

weõve accomplished in such a 

short period of time.  The stu-

dents have really done a great job 
of learning the expectations, 

working on patrol, and, of course, 

getting familiar with their fantas-

tic learning tool, the student lap-

tops!  The class is so excited (and 

so am I) for all of the possibilities 
that working with these machines 

will bring.  Weõve also really 

stressed that 5 th  graders should 

be role models for the other stu-

In addition, our fifth 

grade D.A.R.E. program has 
started. This is a program that 

teaches students how to make 

healthy choices with peers.  All of 

this, plus MAP testing and a 

Spirit Day!  See, I told you weõd 
be busy!  

 

Thanks again to all the parents 

who attended Parent Night.  It is 

always so nice to meet with the 

people who are most important to 
the students!  

 

Letõs have a fun year full of 

growth and learning!  
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MR. BOOKLERõS FOURTH GRADE 

Well, school has been in session a few weeks, but 
the new forth graders have jumped right back into 
learning.  The transition from 3 rd  to 4 th  grade has 
been smooth since we worked together during our 
Chicago Unit.   
 
In science, the students started studying ecosys-
tems.  Not only did the students study this impor-
tant topic, but they have applied their knowledge 
by creating mini ecosystems in the classroom.  And 
we had a few  living critters stop by too.  The stu-
dents did an excellent job making connections to 
the ecosystems that they saw over the summer.   
 

The students were also able to make connections 
from Our Teacher is Missing,  which is what we 
started for our read aloud.   
 
In math, the 4 th  graders have started multiplica-
tion drills in addition to starting a geometry unit. 
Who knew that there were so many types of line 
(line segment, ray, line, etc.)?  
 
Also, we have done some team building exercises 
along with using Microsoft Word to create home-
work passes.  It has been an extremely busy few 
weeks.   


